
 
 

La Nina Continued! 
Comparisons have been made to1974s 
strong la Nina which continued into the 
New Year. Elders and Bom have said 
there is real potential for above aver-
age rainfall in Mar-Apr before nor-
mailsing for the winter. The National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (US) released its reseacrh stating 
2010 was the wettest year and the 
hottest year on record and has said 
there is a 60-75% chance of above 
average rainfall for a couple of 
months yet. 
 

Natives doing well 
 
Common Yabby - Cherax Destructor (‘ 
Named destrucor’ because of its habit 
of burrowing into water retaining struc-
tures). It is a hardy species capable of 
living in poor through to healthy water 
and in temperatures between 1-35C  
Yabbies ‘hibernate’ in deep burrows 
they dig to find moisture often in back-
water creeks. Sightings and high catch 
rates in the Murray show they are 
emerging, moving and breeding well 
with the increase in water everywhere. 

 

Jobs to Do 

Weed Control  for Autumn 
More a thought then an 
activity; when treating 
and/or removing weeds, 
consider if they were pro-
viding habitat or food 
sources for native animals. 
Can these animals go else-
where? If not, you might 
need to consider controlling 
the weeds slower while re-
placing them with a native 
alternative. As the land-
scapes have been altered 
significantly, our native 
species will utilise whatever 
enables them to survive—
often keeping band com-
pany with weeds! Some-
times the broader implica-
tions of our actions need to 
be considered. 

As a lot of woody weeds go 
dormant for the winter (Prunus 
sp, Hawthorns, Willows etc) 
why not get in a treat them 
while you can! 
 

Upper Goulburn Landcare Connections : Autumn 2011 

             Note:  Please confirm all dates and details by contacting the relevant Landcare Group. 

Date Event Location Contacts

Mid-Feb-

March

Sally Abbott 

Smith

57 978 283

5-Mar-11
Home Crk/Spring Crk Landcare Group Clean Up 

Australia Day event. 

Cathkin Station 

@ 10am

John 

Sharwood 

5797 6204

06-Mar-11

UT Creek/Maintongoon Landcare Group – Cleanup 

Australia Day event- Roadside cleanup along UT 

Creek Road starting at McIntyre’s Lane and finishing 

at the UT Creek-Goulburn Highway intersection. 

Followed by a BBQ lunch at Rotary Park in 

Alexandra.  and McIntyre’s Lane.

Start time 

10:00am at 

the intersection 

of UT Creek 

Road

Jan McKaskill 

5772 2208, 

Jan.McKaskill

@najian.com.

au

Clean Up Australia Day Chris Cobern

10.00-12.00

0413 855 

490

BBQ lunch provided

Gloves supplied

07th Mar, 21st 

Mar

Beef Health Management course lead by Dr Rod 

Manning (facilitated by Alison Desmond, DPI). 9.30 

am – 3.30 pm. $375 with educational funding; 

$500 without. BYO lunch.

Yea Council 

Chambers, 

Semicircle, Yea

Bookings 

essential: Judy 

Brookes 

juncball@bigpon

d.com or 57 972 

563

11-Mar-11
YRCL group quarterly meeting. 7.30-9.30 pm. CMA 

meeting room.

5/10 High St, 

Yea

Judy Brookes 

(as above)

Co-ordinated blackberry spraying (everywhere!). 

Chemical free, if part of co-ordinated program (fire-

affected areas)

06-Mar-11

Kinglake 

Memorial 

Reserve. 

Corner Extons 

Rd and 

Whittlesea-

Kinglake Rd 

Kinglake 

Central.

Hawthorn with berries 



Autumn...continued UG Landcare Coordinators 
 

 Chris Cobern 5736 0104 
 

 Phil Rance  5736 0105 

 The UGLN Blog 

I’ve set about creating a blog. The 

purpose of this is to have an online 

tool to facilitate communicating, 

learning, sharing between Land-

care groups and their members. I 

encourage you to explore and pro-

vide feedback to enable me to 

make it more user-friendly and 

relevant. So jump on, submit a 

photo of a frog or bird you saw, 

tell us about an interesting flower-

ing event, check the date for an 

upcoming event, check out the lat-

est grants available, read articles 

of interest, ask an agricultural 

question, follow the links and utilize 

the resources. I’m also interested in 

registering someone from each 

group to become and active con-

tributor and even develop your 

own group page on the blog 

http://ugln.wordpress.com/ 

Time and money is running out 
for the following UGLN grants: 
 

a 50% subsidy on herbi-
cide is available for 
landholders interested in 
controlling regional pri-
ority weeds.  

 
A 50% subsidy is avail-
able herbicide used for 
Gorse controls 

 
There is also a 50% sub-
sidy on the costs of rab-
bit ripping 

Funding Opportunities 

Date Event Location Contacts

All of Fox- and rabbit-baiting month. Foxbait from 

Rodwells only.

Judy Brookes 

(as overside)

March Fox-off: 50 baits $60; 20 baits $26

27-Mar-11

Merton Landcare Group 'Welcome' day. Guest 

speakers, info about grants and a social event all in 

one
Merton Hall

Lynnda 

Heard -   

0407 103 

035 

Pindone (all stock agents): 10 kg $132

2nd & 3rd 

April

Farm Chemical Users Course Yea Shire 

Office. The 

Semi Circle 

Chris Cobern

10.00am - 3.00pm 0413 855 

490

Kinglake 

Memorial 

Reserve 

pavilion

Tim Connell

(Scout Hall)
0408 599 

485

3 & 4th of 

May
Cattle Pregnancy Testing Course

141 Monkey 

Crk Rd, 

LIMESTONE 

3717

Judy Brookes 

juncball@big

pond.com or 

57 972 563

11-Apr-11
Kinglake Landcare Group committee meeting. 

7.30pm.

Planting this year? 
Have you thought about or-
dering plants? Most nurseries 
rely on advanced notice to 
propagate numbers accord-
ingly. Try these local nurseries: 
 
Valley of a Thousand Hills 
Farm Nursery (Broadford)
57849286 
 
Jurys Native Trees (Ancona) 
5778 9552 
 
Redga te  Reve ge ta t i o n 
(Alexandra) 5775 1964 
 
Tallarook Trees (Tallarook) 
5792 2821 
 
Indigenous trees and shrubs in 
tubes. Steve and Heather Job-

lin (Flowerdale) on 57801343 

or 0412 334 521. 


